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You can do anything…

“I don’t even wait.  And when you’re a star, 
they let you do it.  You can do anything.  Grab 
‘em by the pussy.  You can do anything.”

   Donald Trump







Trumped Literacies

1. Horizontal literacies

2. Vertical literacies

3. Panic learning / Panic citizenship

4. Situated literacies

5. Donald Trump, Populism and Ignorance Studies



Part One
Horizontal literacies



The unproductive assumptions

• Change has become synonymous with progress

• Business and celebrity culture - rather than education 

and health sectors - offer models of success and 

achievement

• If a platform or media is used in a leisure context then 

it will be intrinsically beneficial in work or education



A maxim for your consideration

Begin with the 
learning goals

Then consider the 
appropriate platforms 
and interfaces to 
achieve these learning 
goals



















Mary Macken Horarik’s literacy model
Everyday Applied Theoretical Reflexive

Diverse and open ended Attaining a particular expertise Gain disciplinary knowledge Negotiation of social diversity

Confluent with spoken language Use of spoken and written words to 

enable activity

Production and interpretation of 

epistemic texts

Probing assumed and specialized 

knowledge systems

Moving through roles and 

relationships in the family and 

community

Skill-based literacy Situated in educational learning 

environments

Finding alternatives

Personal growth literacy Specialized literacies Challenging commonsense

Assimilating and reproducing 

knowledge

Meaning determined through 

diverse media

Critical literacy



Intervention is required to move 
students and citizens through the 
stages of literacy



How do we know what we 
do not know?



The goals for teachers and librarians

• Create a consciousness of diverse literacy models

• Create the capacity to move between literacy models

• Create an awareness of ignorance – to know what we do 
not know 

• Movement beyond applied literacies



The usefulness of this horizontal model of 
information literacy

• Explore the relationship between form and content

• Understanding content in context

• Recognition of diverse knowledge systems

• Movement from celebrating creativity and creation and towards 
reading, interpretation, intellectual generosity and referencing



Part Two
Vertical modelling of literacies



Media transformations in the information 
literacy environment

• Domestication of software and hardware

• Content management systems like WordPress and Ghost

• iPodification of popular music

• iPhonification of everyday life

• Consumers became producers (prosumers)

• Content became mobile, searchable, remixable and stitchable





Disintermediation

• Peer to peer networks

• Links removed from the traditional supply and distribution chain

• Used to sell software, books, music and e-trading



Reintermediation

• New middlemen arrived via search engines

• The creation of new services such as product evaluation through 
‘influencers’

• Google, Facebook, X and Instagram are new gatekeepers through 
‘sponsored links,’ taking traffic away from specialist sites

• There is the potential to use re-intermediation in different ways to 
return ‘thought leadership’ to 2.0 environments



Re-intermediation via information literacy

• Creates a scaffold to frame, shape and structure the engagement with 
ideas

• Provides a strategy to manage the proliferation of content and direct 
students and citizens to quality material

• At its best, re-intermediation via information literacy results in a self 
regulation of content







Jean Baudrillard 
Simulacra and Simulation

“The simulacrum is never what hides the truth – it is truth that hides 
the fact that there is none.  The simulacrum is true.”

“Something has disappeared.” 

“The era of simulation is inaugurated by a liquidation of all 
referentials.” 

“a material more malleable than meaning, in that it lends itself to all 
systems of equivalences.” 



Jean Baudrillard’s simulacrum

Simulacrum

Representation

Real



Cox Law:  “the weight of nobheads”



The simulacrum and information literacy

Textbookification 
of publishing

Encyclopedification 
of information

Social 
mediafication of 
citizenship





Trump starred in the television 
programme - The Apprentice 

(Simulacrum)

Trump wrote a book about making 
deals (Representation)

Donald Trump is a businessman (Real)



Comedians assumed his persona 
(Simulacrum)

He appeared at rallies abusing the 
media coverage (Representation)

Trump became President of the United 
States (Yes – it is Real)



The January 6 Uprising had a Shamen 
(Simulacrum)

Trump appeared at rallies and stated 
that the election had been ‘stolen’ 

(Representation)

Donald Trump lost the 2020 
Presidential Election (Real)



Jean Baudrillard’s simulacrum

Google (Simulacrum)

Online Library (Representation)

Library (Real)



Jean Baudrillard’s simulacrum

TikTok (Simulacrum)

Instagram (Representation)

Google (Real)





The representations appeal to other re-
representations



Baudrillard and ‘Replacing’

Nazism, the concentration camps or Hiroshima …. Did all those 
things really exist?  The question is perhaps an intolerable one, 
but the interesting thing here is what makes it logically 
possible.  And in fact what makes it possible is the media’s way 
of replacing any event, any idea, any history with any other.

    Jean Baudrillard



Replacing to Re-placing…
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