
Part Three
Panic Learning / Panic Citizenship



Paul Virilio’s argument

• The fast will dominate the slow

• The speed of an object or idea changes its nature



Dromology

A word developed by Virilio to describe how speed is the determinant 
force in a technological society.  

(‘Dromos’ comes from the Greek word for ‘race.’  Virilio describes the 
‘science of speed.’)



Virilio and the ‘Art of the Accident’

• The speed of change creates the potential for accidents

• The invention of the railway created derailments

• The invention of the internet created data breaches



Impact of the ‘art of the accident’

• We become desensitized to tragedy

• Because content is carried at speed, we feel its impact and then move 
to the next event

• Tragedy is mediated and managed through the speed of media 
movements









Higher Education:  the last twenty years

• Iterative restructures

• Movement away from the core business of teaching and research

• Casualized teaching contracts

• Research reified to the needs of ‘industry’

• Instability





“The accicent that now replaces all events” 
Paul Virilio



Part Four
Situated Literacies - Claustropolitanism





Claustropolis

• A concept from Paul Virilio

• From his 2008 book, Pure War

• The current era is moving cosmopolis to claustropolis

• A response to the Global Financial Crisis (2008)

• The public good was displaced for private greed

• Public health, public education and public libraries suffered to ‘bail 
out’ banks



Andrew Manno – Casino Capitalism





Cosmopolis to Claustropolis

Cosmopolis

• Multiculturalism

• Public good

• Respecting diversity

• Ethics

Claustropolis

• Overcrowding

• Depleted resources

• Gridlocked

• Corrupt



Steve Redhead died while developing the 
claustropolitanism concept

He died six weeks after this photograph was taken and Theoretical Times was published



From claustropolis to claustropolitanism

• Developed by Steve Redhead

• Started to appear in blogs, podcasts and refereed publications from 
2015

• “A structure of feeling” Raymond Williams

• A desire to get off the planet

• An imperative to find safety

• The working class no longer in work

• Reproletarianized middle class in a digitized, globalized, casualized 
workplace

 



The critique of cosmopolitan sociology

• The best known cosmopolitan sociologists are:  Ulrich Beck, Scott 
Lash, Zygmunt Bauman and John Urry

• They failed to understand September 11

• They failed to understand the Global Financial Crisis



(Post)Covid Claustropolitanism

• Global condition

• Xenophobia

• Wars

• Border control

• Refugees

• Fear

• Infection

• A foreclosing of the world



Claustropolitanism: a lens to see our future

• To see the consequences of greed, self absorption and ignorance

• To see the consequences of market forces on public education, public 
health and public libraries

• To necessity to return information literacy to public debates

• To imperative to reconnect health, education and economic priorities



What is in the public good?



Section Five
Donald Trump, populism and Ignorance Studies





Ignorance Studies













Findings of the JISC Information behaviour of the researcher 
of the future (2007)

• “There are very very few controlled studies that account for age and information 
seeking behaviour systematically:  as a result there is much mis-information.” 

• All researchers – not only ‘young people’ are skim reaching research, reading abstracts 
rather than drilling deeper into the paper.

• Not only “the Google Generation” reading less, but academics more generally.  

• “The information literacy of young people, has not improved with the widening 
access to technology:  in fact, their apparent facility with computers disguises some 
worrying problems.” 

• “Young scholars are using tools that require little skill:  they appear satisfied with a 
very simple or basic form of searching.”

• “Digital literacies and information literacies do not go hand in hand”



We found consistent evidence that many students were not being 
appropriately challenged.  In a typical semester, 50% of students did 
not take a single course requiring more than 20 pages of writing, 32% 
did not have any classes that required reading more than 40 pages per 
week, and 36% reported studying alone five or fewer hours per week.  
Not surprisingly, given such a widespread lack of academic rigor, about 
a third of students failed to demonstrate significant gains in critical 
thinking, complex reasoning and writing ability (as measured by the 
collegiate Learning Assessment) during their four years of college.

    Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa 



Michael Wolff’s Fire and Fury

“Trump’s difficulties with reading, writing and close
focus”

“The media adopting a ‘shocked shocked’ morality, 
could not fathom how being factually wrong was not 
an absolute ending in itself.”



“Because these programs cannot themselves be concerned with 
truth, and because they are designed to produce text that looks
truth-apt without any actual concern for truth, it seems appropriate 
to call their outputs bullshit.”



Baudrillard’s Double Refusal

• A leader’s refusal to dominate and the subject’s refusal to be 
dominated

• The irrational denial of power



Disintermediated
racism





Who is the 
audience?

What is the 
context for 

information?

What are we 
trying to 
achieve?



“What we need to consider about the computer has 
nothing to do with its efficiency as a teaching tool.  
We need to know in what ways it is altering our 
conception of learning.”

     Neil Postman



Paul Virilio – The Administration of Fear



What is our future?

• How to build from ‘me’ to ‘we’?

• How to move from scrolling to reading?



 “Men have become the tools of their tools.”

   Henry David Thoreau
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