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Aleisha Amohia (she/her)

● From Te Ātihaunui-a-Papārangi, Cambodia, India

● Living in Wellington, New Zealand

● Rōpū Kohinga Technical Lead, Catalyst IT

● Software developer at Catalyst IT since 2014

● Victoria University of Wellington – BSc & BCom

● Links with National Council of Women, 

Innovative Young Minds, InternetNZ and more



Catalyst IT – expert open source solutions

● Delivering solutions and services using open source software and tools

● Founded in 1997

● Has since grown to multiple companies internationally – New Zealand, Australia, 

United Kingdom, Canada, Europe

● Hosts the New Zealand Open Source Awards

● Provides only New Zealand owned and operated cloud computing service

● Invests in the next generation of tech professionals



Open source software

● Code that is free to use and share

● Can be viewed, copied, developed

● Maintained by a community

● Developed to meet, and respond to, needs of the community



The overlap of open source software values and 
Indigenous values



koha

1) (noun) gift, 

present, offering, 

donation, 

contribution - 

especially one 

maintaining social 

relationships and 

has connotations 

of reciprocity

Map of Koha libraries around the world



Levin library CC-BY-SA Kristina D.C. Hoeppner



The Koha community at KohaCon12 CC-BY-NC-SA Nicole C. Baratta



aroha  / love, compassion



Wellington East Girls’ College students at the Catalyst 
Open Source Academy 2014 CC-BY-SA Kristina D.C. Hoeppner



History of Koha



manaakitanga / kindness, generosity, support
whanaungatanga  / relationship, connection

tuakana-teina  / elder-younger



Koha bug workflow







kaitiakitanga  / guardianship, stewardship



Jacinta, Lee, and Chris wearing their superlibrarian capes 
CC-BY-SA Catalyst Koha



kotahitanga / unity, solidarity
rangatiratanga / leadership, chieftanship

tino rangatiratanga / self-determination, autonomy



Hosting Koha bug squashing CC-BY-SA Catalyst Koha



Presenting at Ko M āui Hangarau in Porirua 2022



Mentoring at the Catalyst Open Source Academy 2018 
CC-BY-SA Catalyst Open Source



Ngā mihi nui / thank you

✉ aleisha@catalyst.net.nz 
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