
How do we help researchers?



Literature Review Process

1. Define the research question
2. Determine inclusion/exclusion criteria
3. Choose databases and conduct the search
4. Review your results
5. Synthesize the information gathered
6. Analyze the information gathered
7. Write the literature review

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/c.php?g=1060589&p=7710319 
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https://www.monash.edu/student-academic-success/excel-at-writing/how-to-write/literature-review/the-process-of-writing-a-literature-review
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Use Cases

● Start exploring a field
● Find research gaps
● Visualize connections



Start Exploring a Field

Get a “birds-eye view” of a new topic, by seeing the most important articles and 
how they connect.

This is great for: PhD and Masters Level

Features in Demonstration:
● Search

○ Algorithms
○ Filters

● Visualization
○ Litmap Explanation
○ Relevance







Start Exploring a Field

https://docs.litmaps.com/en/articles/9092911-search-for-articles-in-litmaps 
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Find Research Gaps

Researchers want to contribute to novel areas to push their field forward.

This is great for: All Researchers

Features in Demonstration:
● Search

○ Combine advanced techniques

● Evaluation
○ Map layouts





Finding Research Gaps

https://docs.litmaps.com/en/articles/9092883-find-research-gaps-with-litmaps 
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Visualize Connections

Visual literature maps help form connections and enhance understanding

Great for: Students and Professional Staff

Features in Demonstration:
● Specific map modes

○ Map layouts
○ Axes

● Design mode





Visualize Connections

https://docs.litmaps.com/en/articles/9181490-understand-research-faster-visually 
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Litmaps & Your Institution

We want to support your staff and students to use the latest technology like 
Litmaps to advance their work

● Pedagogical – a great tool to teach undergraduate students how research 
works

● Enhancing graduate student success – kick starting their projects and teams, 
and taking the pain out of writing up their thesis

● Communicate impact – researches can demonstrate their work and impact



How does Litmaps compare to other tools?

● Algorithmic choice
● Visualization to help researchers see the bigger picture
● Large corpus of publication metadata to search across
● Enables librarians to teach others to understand the literature



Roadmap

● Login
○ SSO via university accounts via OpenAthens
○ IP based authentication via EZProxy

● Full Text Access
○ Libkey from Third Iron

● Reference Manager Sync + Import
○ Endnote
○ Mendeley

● Journal Filters

38



Human + AI



Thank you!

How to contact me: 

During VALA 2024: 
● Look out for me or a Litmaps shirt

After VALA 2024: 
● Email: axton@litmaps.com

https://www.litmaps.com/about/for-institutions


